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concurrent Requeſts of Your Ladiſhip, 'and 
the reſt of thoſe worthy, (Friends his deareſt 
Relatives. Not that | altogether wo 
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ſome ag in it which are apt enough 
to Inſpire” conſidering Minds with good 
eAfettions and Reſolutions, The Text, 
FF ant ſure, \ (Contains excellent” k ſe. 5 
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* hope" the peruſal of it; Ne of reviving 

Your 


' Your Sorrows for Your Dear Loſs, - 

e ſome way Inſirumental to Animate You 
with a firm and vigorous Reſolution, to og 
fue that Bleſſed State, wherein This, and all 
Your other Loſſes here, will ere long be a- 

 bundantly repaired in 4 moſt joyous and ever- 
laſting Fruition. And Thu, Mavan, _ 
1s my hearty. Prayers. 43 welF- as my - | 
am, 


F 


® 
- 


k 


Suc# as Ss 


ba, 


E CCL'*': 'S T:'A $ T.; Xl. 8. 
But if 4 man live many years, and refoycein” | 
them all ; yet let him remember the days of  -! 


darkneſs, for they fhall be many. . © 


.Shall not trouble you with the 'various ret 
dringsof theſe words ; which ( with a very 
t lieele-difference ) do all amount to the ſame 
ſence.z viz. That ſuppoſing it ſhould beaman's 
 B fortune to live very long, and exceeding 
appy in this world; yet he ought- to have 
great care that the Joys of this Lite, do-not ſo Y 
wholly take up and ingroſs his thoughts, as to F- 
" Io make him forget thoſe days of darkneſs, which Y 
+ muſt ere long ſucceed this delightſome Sun- 
I; ſhine ; - which Jays wifl be zany more, and of 
much longer contmuance than che longeſt Life 
of happincſs we can promfffe our ſelycs -in this 
1 World.' [So that. all rhe difficulty 'in theſe 
$ words, is, what we arc to underſtand by the 
; days of Darkneſs, which : arc. hore oppoſed to x 
long Life of Joy and Rejoycing-in this World. 
And this difficuley will bs; Sr c 
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conſidering the foregoing Verſe ; Truly the light 
is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing to the Eye to behold 
the Sun ; upon which 1t follows, But if a man 
live many Tears, i. e. fuppoſing he ſhould for 
many Years injoy this pleaſant ſpectacle of the 
lIighr- of. the Sun,- yet lee him remember thoſe 
days of Darkneſs, wherein his Eycs ſhall behold 
the Sun and Light no more, wherein he ſhall be 
laid up in a dark and ſilent Grave, whence the 
light of the Sun 1s excluded, and where the 
ſight of the Eyes 1s extinguiſhed ; or as he ex- 
prefles-1t in the Third Verſe of the next Chapter, 
wherein' thoſe that look out at the windows are 
dankened: So that we ſhall have; neither viſible 
Qhjects, nor viſtive Organs ;: bur be buried our 
of - ſight in deep darkneſs and - inſenfabihity. 
By the days of Darknefs therefore 1s evidently: 
meant all that ſpace of ime between-our Deatly 
and our Refurreftion, whereinour Bodies ſhall 
lye montdering un a dark Grave, utterly inſen- 
fible of Good or Evil, till by the powerful call 
of God they ſhall at length | be rouſed up our of 
this: fatal lumber, Hiro. a ftare of Everlaſting 
Life and Attivity : And theſe days, faith he, ſhall. 
he many, though they ſhall nor run out to an 
infinite duration, but at length' conclude in'a 
general Reſurrec&tion,. yer ' they ſhall be many, 
many mere in. all probability, than any man 

now 
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(3) 
now alive. can 'hope to :live in: this World. 
The words thus explained reſolve: jhto this 
ſence, That how long and- happily: ſoevermen. 
live in. this World, they ought to entertain 
their thoughts with frequent remembrances 
and conliderations of their approathing'\Morta- 


lity. Which 1s a- duty ſo obvious ro:the'Cott-. 


ſciences of all men, as being founded''on"'the 
plaineſt and moſt .. conſpicaous Reaſons," #hat 
the men of all Ages, and Nations, and Religt 
ons, have owned,” arid acknowledged'ir. '' Thus 
the Heathen Philoſophers teach, That our'live 
ought to. be a Conſtant Meditation of Death; 
and chat eyenin:our moſt pleaſant, and healthful 
moments, we ought to look upon our ſelyes/fis 
Bordeters upon Eternity ; That we ſhould ſtill 
take care to mingle-our delights with the Tad 
remembrances of our Mortality,- and not ſuffer 
the: Joys /of this Life to- divert/ our” Thoughts 
from that impending Fate, which ere long will 
ſer ian Everlaſting period - both- to Them and 
That. - But the neceſlity- of entertaining our 
minds' with frequent : Remembrances 'of 'ou 
Latter/end; is'founded upon far more: powerfal 
motives than a company of fine- Sentences, 'ati 
pretty Sayings of Philoſophers. - For - + 1440 

Firſt, It is neceſſary+to- moderate our Aﬀecti- 
ons to the World. ? $#bis It } 36> F383 Mie, 548 
Fu B 2 Secondly, 
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* | Secondly, Itis necellary to allay the Gaiery 
and Vanity of our minds. | 

Thirdly, Te 'is neceſſary to put: us upon im- 
proving our preſent injoyments to the, beſt pur- 
. . Fourthly, It-is: neceſſary to fore-arm our minds 
againſt the Terrors-of Death. = 

Fifthly, Ie is- neceſſary to excite and quicken 
us in our _preparations for Etcrnity.. 


E-It's neceflary to moderate our Aﬀettiens 
to.the world; while we are encompaſſed. round © 
with the plcaſurcs. and delights of this world, 
they commonly ſa ingrols our minds, that we 
ſhut our eyes againſt all faturities, and are 1m- 

tient to'think of any thing-to come, unleſs it 

zethe continuance of this happy- ſcene of things 
which 1s at: preſent: before us;: with which con- 
tinuance we are exceeding apt: to flatter ' our 
ſelves, that ſo thereby we may heighten the 
guſt of our. preſent enjoyments ; to whiclt the 
confideratian of their leaying-us, orour leaving 
them, would be apt.ts. give a very ungratcful 
farewel: and when-our thoughts are, wholly 
intent.-upon thelc mar ig. and. upon the 
proſpect of their. continuance, our afteftions 
muſt necef{farily run out towards them with an 
umnmoderate ardour and greedineſls. For now 
LP Qur. 
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our flatteting: Imaginations repreſcnt them to | 


us as ſtanding and. permanent things, as a kind 
of immortal: heaven upon, earth; :and accord: 
ingly our affections purſue and: imbrace them 
as the beſt of goods ; and are. for. dwclling up- 
on. them, and building :Tabernacles .u them, 


there to make their abode, as in thcir 


higheſt and ultunate happineſs. Now there-is 
no more cffectual way to-rouſe mens minds out 
of this flattering Dreanx of . happineſs, (from 
which if they perſiſt 1n .it, the dire experience 
of a woful Eternity will-ere. long awake then) 
than frequently to entertain their minds . with 
the thoughts of their departure. hence. - For 
when 1 fet.my ſelf ſeriouſly to think of my. dy- 
ing: hour, that fairly repreſents to my de 

mind, the true ſtate and condition of all world- 
ly happineſs. Here -I plainly ſee.thatL am: Te- 
nant at will - to..a thouſand .contingencies,- in 
every-one-of whoſc: power it 15to turn me- out 


of the World, and. our of my Happineſs toge- | 


ther, every moment of my life ; and that. when 
I have ercced this childiſh Caſtle of. Cards,: and 


houſed my ſelf. in-it, as in an imaginary:Fortrels - 


of umpregnable ſecurity; it. is in the power of 


every puff of wind to blow it down: abeut my 
cars, and bury me 1n its ruins. In every ſerious 


proſpe& of-my.: Martality,, } behold ide 
worldly. 
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worldly cnjoyments,' which promiſed me ſuch 
- mountains of happineſs, ſtanding round' my 
death-bed, .mocking at all my fooliſh hopes, and 
expoſing my baffled expectations to ſcorn and 
derifion; and whilſt in the anguiſh of my Soul 
Icry out to them, O ye helpleſs impotent things, 
what are now become of all your boaſted com- 
forts? you. that promiſed to be a heaven 
upon carth to me, why do not ye now help 
me in this my. laſt Extremity ? why do not ye 
quench-my raging Thirſt ? .why do notye cool 
my feaveriſh Blood? why do not ye caſe my 
labouring Heart, and quiet my convullſed ' and 
tormented Bowels? All the Anſwer they return 
1s'this; Alas poor deluded fool! 'tis not in us'to 
relieve or ſuccour thee. - But what will ye then 
forſake and abandon me, and ſhall I have no- 
thing left of all the mighty (goods you+ promi- 
ſed, but only a Grave, a Coftin anda Winding- 
ſheet? Alas; poor deccived'wretch, we leave not 
thee, but thou muſt leave us; being ſummoned 
away by a fatal power, which we can neither 
bribe-nor reſiſt: thy body:mult' go down into 
a cold dark Grave,and there lye utterly ihfenfible 
till the Reſurrection ; thy 'Soul muſt 'pals' mto 
the Region of Spirits, whither we are not per- 
mitted to follow thee, and where thouwilt have” 
nothing to-hve ypon to all Ecernity, ka 4 

7 the 


(77) 
the Graces and Vertues of thy own mind! Fare- 
wel then ye "Treacherous Cheats and Impoſtors, 
that promiſed ſo much, and- now perform fo 
little ; miſerable Comforters are ye all, and 
Phy ficians of no value. Such thoughts as theſe 
the remembrance of our- Mortality will be fre- 


uently ſuggeſting to us; and if ſuch thoughes 
q pelting | 


do not cool and allay the hear of our Aﬀecti- 
ons to the world, we areincutably fond of be- 
ing deceived and abufed by i. Y 


II. Frequently to remember our departure 
hence, 1s very neceſlary to allay the Vamity and 
Gaicty-of our own minds; whileſt we are <n- 
compaſſcd- with' the delights of this World, our 
minds/are;generally too frolick and jovial to ad- 
nt of any ſerious impreſſions :- and if at any 


time ary/ good thotights come in to: viſit us, 
( as thoſe two Angels did Lot iniSodorm) to warn. 
us of the dire Fate that hangs over us, our Af- 


fections, like the drunken Sodomites, are pre- 
ently all in an uproar, and will never be quiet, 


till choſe unwelcome gueſts be thrown our that: 


diſturb-our Riots, and 'mingle harſh Dilcords 
with our jovial Airs: and ſo long as we continue 
in this hghrt vain temper, there 1s-nothing will 


be grateful to -us but ftothy 'mirth, or looſe 


company, or gay Ideas of our feclycs, and of our 


Own. 


os 
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-ewn Wit, or Wealth, or Bcanty, +or Finery, 
And thus: we ſhall fool away our Lives m perpe- 
mal Vanity and: Impertinence; - in rolling about 
from Vanity to Vanity, and never be. Serious, 
' till wc are forced to it by ſome wotul expert- 
ence. But now-to-fix-ſuch a Roving and Vo- 
latile temper, and thereby to renderit acceflible 
and hoſpitable towiſe and good Thoughts,Il know 
nothing more neceſſary than the frequent 
Remembrance of -our Mortality : for as for the 
future Worlds of endleſs Joy and Torment, 
though they.arc in themſclyes the moſt ſerrous 
things in the World.; yet being both Future 
and Inviſible, Vain and Senſual Minds are not 
ſo capable of apprehending them with that de- 
gree of certainty -that 1s neceſlary to render 
them aftecting and prevalent : But that we muſt 
dic, wc are all as certain-of as «of our preſent 
Exiſtence ; andtherefore* this, if anything, mult 
move and aftect us. It therefore together wath 
thoſe gay .ldea's that poſſels aur Minds, we 
would cver .and anon mingle that-of-our Mor- 
tality, that would ſoon reduce our ſquandered 
Thoughts,.and make us Serious in deſpight of 
our teeth. . As for.inftance, when 1n thy night 
Thoughts thou art priding thy ſelf in the Pomp 
and Splendor of thy outward condition, think 
thus with thy felf, Alas, within alittle whil 

this 
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this Bed which now is as gay, and as ſoft as 
the Sleep, and the Sins it entertains, muſt be 
my Death-bed; here I muſt lye a languiſhing 
{ad Corps, which nothing in all this World can 
help or caſe : fo that though now I ſhould go 
on to add Houle to Houſe, and Lands to Lands; 
even til] I am become the Lord of all my Hort 
zon ; yet in that ſad Hour all theſe will no 
more be able to relieve me, than the Landskip 
of them upon my Walls, or my Hangings : 
then I may as ſucceſsfully go to my Pictures; 
and try to entertain my Mirth and Luxuries 
with:them, or to recreate my Ear with heark- 
ening after painted founds, or to gratific my 
Palate with the Image of a Feaſt ;'as to give my 
ſelf any caſe or content .with theſe gay things 
I am now ſo proud of. And when at length I 
have groaned away my fleeting Breath, I muſt 
be removed from all my company & attendance 
into a dark, lonely 'and deſolate hole of Earth, 
where all my preſent Pomp muſt expire, and 
be overcaſt with Everlaſting Darkneſs. Again, 
when'in the Morning thou art entertaining thy 
Vanity with thy Beauty, thy Wit, or thy fine 
Cloaths,' think thus with thy ſelf, Alas, fond 
Soul, all theſe gay obje&ts of thy Pride, #muſt 
ere long convertto Rottenneſsand Corruption'; 
thar'cutled - Forchead muſt be! bedewed' with 

C clammy 


b INST Ca hf ty eG For i ns 4} TA" role, _—_ , 8 A 
Eh > ho 4" ITY - - . 
CK IEE Fa 
a3 
-. 


(10) 
clammy Sweats ; - thoſe ſprightly ' Eyes nauſt 
wax as dim as a ſullied Mirror ; that charm- 
ing Voice muſt grow as weak as the faint E- 
choes of a diſtant Valley ; and all thoſe Lilies 
and Roſes on thy Checks muſt wither into the 

alencſs of Death, and ſhroud themſelves in the 
jorrors of the Grave. Again, when in the 
Afternoon thou haſt been entertaining thy ſelt 
with Mirth, or Sport, or Luxury, go down- 
into the Charnel-houke, and there: ſurvey a- 
while the numerous Trophies of victorious 
Death : In theſe gaſtly Mirrors thou beholdeſt. 
the true Reſemblance of thy future State : . for- 
ty years ago that naked Skull. was covered like 
thine, with a_thick fleece of-curled-and comely 
Locks ; thoſe empty holes were filled with Eyes 
thatlooked as charmingly as thine ; thoſe hol-. 
low Pits were blanched with Cheeks that were 
as ſmooth and' amiable as thine ; that grin--. 
ning Mouth did ſmule as gracetully, and ſpeak. 
as fluently as thine; and. a few days: hence 
thou muſt be Rotting inco juſt ſuch another 
fpecacle : And forty years hence perhaps here 
may thy naked Ribs be found mingled with 
theſe ſcattered Bones ; and then ſhould another 
take up thy bald Skull, as thou doſt this, he 
will find tc dreffed in all the f{clf-ſame horrors 
of this Deaths-Head ; with its Noſe ſunk, its 
Jaws 


(x1) | 

Jaws gaping, its Mouth grinning, and Worms 
crawling in thoſe empty Foles wherein now thy 
Eyes roul to and fro in Amorous glances ; and, 
a Toad perhaps ingendring in that Brain that 
1s now fo full of ſprightly Thoughts, and gay 
Idea's. If with theſe, or ſuch hke Conſiderat- 
ons of our Mortality, we would now and then - 
entertain our ſelves, they would by degrees 
wear off the Levity and Vanity of our Minds, 
and compoſe us into ſuch a degree of Serioul- 
neſs, as 1sneceflary to qualific us for thoſe Di- 
vine and Religious Conſiderations, without 
which we can never expect either to be made 
200d men here, or happy men hereafter. - 


UI. That we ſhould frequently remember 
our Mortality, in the mudſt of our 
moſt happy Circumſtances here, is highly ne- 
cefſary to put us upon 1mproving our prelerit 
10j0y ments to the beſt purpoſes, conſidering 
what ule the generality of Men make of the 
Injoyments of this World, It 15 really a great 
queſtion, Whether it would not be much ber: 
rer for them, even 1n reſpecEt of - this 'Life, to 
be without them, . than with them. For e1- 
ther they ſhrivel chem  mto -muſerablenels, -or 
melt them. into Luxury. The former of which 
aumpoyecriyhes, and the latter. diſeaſes then; 

| C 2 For 


| (2x2) 
-For if the former be the effe&t-of a man's pro- 
.ſperous condition, *1t' increaſes his needs ; | be- 
a 'cauſe before, Tc needed only what he' had not; ©, 
ur now he needs both what he hath not, and 
what he bath. His covetous defires treating 
him as the Faulkner doth his Hawk, ſtill lu- 
ring him off from what he hath ſeiſed, to fly 
at new Game, and never permitting him to 
prey upon his own Quarry. And it the latter 
be the effe& of his proſperity, : that 1s, f- it 
melts him inco_ Luxury, 1t. thereby waftes. his 
- Healch, to be ſure, and commonly Wis Eſtate 
t0O ;, and ſo whereas it found him Poor and 
Well, it leaves him Poor and Diſeaſed. And 7 
whereas it at firſt took him up from the 
Plough, 1t at laſt fets him down at the Hoſpnal. 
And 1n general; while he is poflefled of it, it 
only bloats.and ſwells him ; makes him proud 
and inſolent, griping and oppreſſive ;. pampers 
and inrages his uſt, and. ſtretches out his: De- 
fires. into an inſatiable Boulimy ;- ſticks - his 
Mind full of - cares,. and his Conſcience of 
ulcs: And by all theſe woful effte@ts, inflames 
his Reckoning with God, .and treaſures: up 
wrath for him againſt the day | of: wrath. 
All which arifes from. the want of- a fre- | 
quent Remembrance of our: Martaluy.. - For 
did we but often ruminare upon this; .that 
it 
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joy. the Comforts of this Eife, and that wirhin 
a very. few years, yea; perhaps a few days, we 


; ſhall be ſtripe of them all, and be ſent as Na- 
kedly cut of this World as ever we came in; 
\ and when we are gone hence, of all the Goods 


" that we- have left behind us; we ſhall have no- 

thing to live upon: to Eternuy, but only the 

Good that we did with them, the Neceſſities 

that we Relieyed, the Oppreſſtions that we 

Eaſed, the. Nakednels-that' we Clothed, and che 
Hunger that: we Satisfied : theſe indeed will fol 

low after us, and feed ns with content and hap- 

. pinels to cternal Ages. Burif we are deſtitute 
of theſe, we ſhall ere long be Shipt off from all 
our -preſent. enjoyments, and be Landed in an- 
other World, upon a ſtrange Inhoſpitable Shore, 
and. there be left miſerable poor Wretches, 
without ſo much as one drop. of the. Comforts. 
we now. enjoy to fatishe our Tormenting- de- 
fires, or to quench our ſtil} raging Thirſt after 
happineſs : Then we ſhall Wiſh a thouſand and a. 
thouſand times over, that-inſtead of gratifying 
our Luxuries with the miſpence of our. Wealth; 
or. feeding our inſatiate, Avarice with the con-. 
tinual increaſe of 1t, we had by doing works of 
Piety,and- Charity with it, made-our ſetves friends 
of. the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that ſo when we - 
6, failed,” 
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failed, they might receive us into everlaſting habi- 
tations, and there entertain us with pleaſure and 

delight for ever. Well then, ſeeing that ere it 

be long we muſt leave all theſe our preſent 

poſſeſſions behind us; it highly concerns us, 

while we enjoy them, to. do all the Good that 

we arc able with them: and ſeeing we are al- 

lowed to carry nothing of them but the Good 

we do with them along with us, to enrich and 

maintain us 1n our Eternal condition ; by doing 

Good with our Wealth, 'we ſhatl- Convert and . 
'Profelyte mx, and make that an Offering which 
others make an Ido] ; we ſhall make this Earth 

Tributary to Heaven, and in a much nobler 

Senſe than the - new Syſteme of Aſtronomy 

reaches, advance 1t into a Star, and a Celeſtial 
Body: by this we ſhall tranſmit it into the Erer- 

nal World, as it were, by Bill of Exchange, 

there to be repaid us, Ten Thouſand fold in 

Glory and Honour and Immortality, and Ten 
, Thouſand Agcs hence we ſhall be enricht with 
*the product of 1t, and receive a vaſt revenue 
of Happincſs from-it for ever. Suppoſe now 
that you were a Merchant in a far Country, 

where you were allowed for an uncertain time }. 
'the benefit of free Trade and Commerce, in 
order to your gaining a good Eftate tro mann- 

rain you whenever you- ſhould be forced to re- 

turn 
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turn to your own Native. Soil, would you be fo 
indiſcreet as to lay out all the product of your 
Merchandiſe in Building fine Houſes, or pur- 
chaſing great Farms, when you know not how 
foon you may be commanded to depart, and 
to leave all theſe. immoveable Goods behind 
you, or rather would you not think your ſelves - 
obliged by all the Laws of Intercſt and Diſcre- 
tion to convert all your Gain into portable 
Wealth, inco Money or Jewels, or ſuch move- 
able Commodines, as when you depart hence 
you might carry home along with you, and 
there be. able to maintain your ſelves in many 
years caſe and plenty.. - Do buctthink chen, and . 
think .1t ofcen, that here .you ' are ſtrangers, 
and forcign Merchants; that you came hither 
from another World, to which you know not 
how foon'you. mult return again; that all rhe. 
Wealth, the Houſes and Lands, you. . gain by 
your preſent Commerce, | are' immoveable . 
Goods, which you-mult leave behind ye when 
ye go from hence, and that there is nothing of . 
them Portable, butwhat you lay our. in Piety 
and Charity ; . and that: therefore it concerns 
you, . while you: have opportunity, to-ſtore and 
treaſure up a plentiful proportion of theſe, that : 
ſo when you are Shipt off into- the Eternal 
World, you may carry ſuch an Eſtate of them - 
thither : 
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thither with you, as may ſuffice to 'maintain 
you there in Glory and Happineſs for ever. 


IV. That we ſhould frequently remember 
our Mortality, even in the midſt of our moſt 
happy Circumſtances here, is highly neceſſary 
to fore-arm our minds againſt the Terrors of 
Deach. Whilſt we abound with the enjoyments 


of chis-Life, we are -apt to put far from us the 


evil-day, and:with the rich Churlin the Goſpel, 
to promiſe our ſelves many years Eaſe and Vo- 
luptuouſneſs in this World: So that Death ge- 
nerally ſteals upon us before we are aware, and 
like a Thief ina frighrful Vizor ſurpriſes in the 
midſt of a -deep Security, and after we bave 
{trugled with him a few moments to no pur- 
poſe, robs us of our Lives and our Happineſs 


together. . And O how terrible muſt Death be 


when 1t approaches a man-under ſuch Circum- 


ſtances; when the poor -deluded wrerch hath 


been juſt Singing a ſoft Requiem to himſclf, 
Soul take thy reſl and eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up 


for many years, and many” years to. poſleſs and 


cnjoy them; For Deathi now to pronounce 
that fatal ſentence, Thou fool this night ſhall thy 


ſoul be taken from thee. Now when he thought 


all was ſafe, and concluded himſelf ſecure. of. a 
long Leaſe of Lite and Happineſs : Now before 
| he 


, 
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he hath given himfclf che-leifure ro think of his 
Dying hour; or to fortifie his Heart with any 
wiſe or good Thoughts -againſt the Terrors of 
this terrible one, that 1s juit now brandiſhing 
its fatal ſhaft at his breaſt! How muſt it needs 
blank and amaze and confound him? and what 
a trembling horror muſt it ſtrike chrough has 
Heart, to {ce himſclt thus unexpectedly hurried 
away, one part of him to the Grave; and the other 
ro Etcrnity, now when he thought hunſelt 
ſo ſecurely poſleſled of a long enjoyment of the 
god things of this Life. Wherefore as we would 
be fore-armed. againſt the Ferrors of Death, 
and enabled to abide his-dreadful approaches 
with a farm and conſtant Mind, it concerns. us 
now while we are ſurrounded with the Joysand 
Pleaſures of this Life, to entertain . our Minds 
with frequent thoughts and remembrances of 
him; ro retire now and then into the Charnel- 
houſe, and there to read Le&tures to. our ſelves 


' upon the Skelitons and Deaths Heads,. thoſe 


emblems and repreſentations of our approach- 
ing Mortality : and from them to take ſuch 
lively PiE&turesand Ideas of this King of Terrors, 
as may render his grim viſage and fearful ad- 


| dreſſes more ' familiar, to: us, and give our 


thoughts a more: intimate acquaintance with 
4 : D * 
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(18) | 
him;-and with the manner and method of his 
approaches; - with what-an Army of Diſcaſes. 
he is wont to! lay Siege to: the Fort of our 
Life; and how in deſpite of all -the reſiſtances 
of Nature, he plants and quarters them in our 
Veins and Arteries, and Stomachs. and Bowels, 
and from thence infeſts us all over with con- 
tinual Anguiſh and Pain: how when he hath 
tired and exhauſted us with his continued Bat- 

_ teries, and worn out our ſtrength with an un- 
mterrupted | ſucceſſion of weariſom Nights to 
forrowtul Days, he at laſt fterms the Soul out 
of all the out-works.of Nature, and:forces it to 
retire into the Heart; and how when upon this 
haft-retreat of Lite he hath marked us for dead; 
in acold Baptifm of clammy and fatal Sweats, 
he ſummons our weeping Friends” together, to 
aft him in. grieving us with' their parting 
kifles, and ſorrowful adieus ;3.and how at length 
when he 1s weary of. tormenting us any more, 
he ruſhes into our Hearts, and with a few mor- 
tal Pangs and Convulſions tears the Soul from 
thence, and turns /1t out to ſeek ' its fortune 1n 
the wide: werld of. Spirits,. where it is cither- 
ſeized on by Devils; andccarried away to their 
dark Prifons of Sorrow and Deſpair, there to 
knguifk ours Life wr Ie pnrer. "vo 
L451 , tnaTt. 
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that: dreadful day wherein it muſt - chatige: an 
bad condition: for a worſe; or be. conduit 
by Angels to ſome Bleſſed Abode, thereto. re- 
main in unſpeakable Pleaſure and Tranquillicy, 
vl the great day of its Coronation with a Glo- 
rious RelurreRion:, . If we would: thus frequent- 
ly ſuryey.our approaching Mortalicy-in all the 
Circumſtances and Appendages of it, ; weſhould 
hereby familiarize its. Terrors to our Minds, ſo 
that when ever it happens tus, ayrithoughts 
which have been ſo. long:: accuftomed toicon- 
verſe. with it, will be much lc Rtartled and 
og "ws It, and gs, n_ ee We 

ve. paſt -ypoen Kt, wal.put..us apon laying: m 
ſuch” wiſe. and\ good Thoughts: and: Conſidera- 
tions as \are-beſt able to. fortifie . cur minds 
again, 1t,. and to inſpire. us a__ Gourgge and 
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_V. And Laſtly, Rs bs to. 5 ck 
Moreality i in the, midſt ofiour moſt happy: Cir- 
cumſtances here; 15s tygbly neceſſary to /excite 
and, quicken; ys:ihQur.: "Preparations for" !Etcr- 
nity: and-hence 4d is ithac we! arc fo: often cal 
led uponaa this Militant Eſtate to canſider our 
latter end, Deut. 324 29. and\by the cxamples 
of the {beſt ;men, larcartvited;: So: 20-1unber:- ont 
: | D N2 days 
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days that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom, 
Plal: go. 12. and towait till our change comes, Job 
£4. 14. To which end alſo we are put in mind, 
'that Here we have no abiding City, Heb. 13. 14: 
and that 1t is. appointed for all men once to dy, Heb. 
9. 27. and that our life is even as a vapour that 
appears for a litthe time, and then renzbey away, 
Jam. 4. 14. And to this purpoſe the Apoſtle 
apphes this eonfideration, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31. 
Now this I fay, brethren, (i. e. of our uncertain 
abode and continuance here )''( upon which he 
exhorts us to compoſe our ſelyes to a great 1n- 
differency as to the things -of this World) -zt 
remains; that they that-have wives, be' as if they bad 
none : and they that weep, as though they wept -not : 
and they that rejoyce,as though they rejoyced not and 
© they that buy,as though they poſſeſſed" not: and they 
that uſe this world,as not abuſing -it 5 for the faſhion 
of this world paſſeth away, i.e. Since your timehere 
15: fo very thorcand uncertain; fee you: endea- 
vour beforchand to looſen. your ' ſelves from 
this World, and to put your-ſelves- into a-fit 
poſture to leave 1t;z - for: ''tis/but/ arſhore/ Scene 
of things, thatwill quickly: be ſhifted,” and then 
there: with an Eternal-ftate of things' ſucceed: 
And-indeed,ſfince to-Dy well is the Jaft: Actand 
fmal-Conſummation of :our:-Liſke;"it mailſt *necds 
TH | tughly 


» 


A F q . ? & ” " 4 . 
tale, a R207 wh Had Ia? bs : wh p <A 4 I 
- " by: hee > 7 IHE. LE2S, Of ASSESS > INN 3:28 > 7 C » 
WISE p LE 0% ICE SACS. 4 e725 ae, ee EI FEE or »&E. " l 
9 Y 3 : Es Eo II GE, $I IF Zh Deja V2 (5.2. SV I” 2 LO”. fee D " 2® 4 F he oa 2a F 
F po « F7 4 7 , F $2 Ss 14-35 3 ol RE EE + ae A PZ. 7 
4 J 24S 5 #4 ans Re = DL R$; Bd, 5 mA 
' Xi 2.5 * AR Ic CIEE dr Pe or ra COU (5 SW FIC ME Lie ir Ou, 
* x "Yah: oh YA REY Conte tet os oY IRS Re LO 4 c 
b , *% ESE... 2 7 5. ” es 
. ; , Oo PTS oe arent ; 
9'T | | : : 1. : NS 
- _ S. x 
k *- 
* 


highly concern, us, to'arm and prepare -our 


elves for it beforehand, left' we Toſe" the prize, 


by ſtumbling juſt at the Goal ; and after a long 
Voyage, miſcarry within fight of Harbour. 
For. in the hour of Death we throw our. laſt 
Caſt for an Ecerniry of Happineſs or Mifery*: 
And how much are we concerned torhrow that 
well, upon which fo vaſt a Stake depends ? ' O 


my Brechren, 1t is a moſt ſerious thing to Die, to 


pals this dark Entry of Eternity, through which, 
as we: go right or wrong;” we are made-or 
undone for ever : For to carry us - right 
through, *tis not a few Death-bed ſorrows, or 
good Wiſhes ; 'tis. not a few extorted Promiſes, - 
or forced Reſolutions, or: rack'd Confeſſions, 
and Lord- have 'mercy: upon' us. O no,'to- 
Die well-1s an cxpenfive Paffage; which we ſhall 
never be able: co defray, unkfs:we carty along 
with.us. a-yery; great: ftock of Spiritual - Prepa- 

rations: |: We ſhall have need:of' a'ftrong and. - 


ative Faitlr ;- of a_ Mind well farniſhedwith 
wiſe and good: Confiderations; of. a deepi'and. 


large, and a-tried Repentance, of an unreſtrain-- 
<d Charity. of 'a'confirmed Patience; of'a''pre- 
found Submifſion to the Wilt of God;/anda 
well grounded- Hope of a. bleſſed Eternity: 
For withourt.all: chele togerher; wo ſhall be ve 


L. 


T 22 2) 
xy all accoutred to Die, and run a fearf (7 
zard of miſcarrying for ever. And theſe are 
ſuch things as do not uſually ſpring up like 
Muſhromes, in a night, and much leſs in the - 
difturbed moments of a Dying hour ; buc do 
ask a much Jarger and ſerener Seaſon to | grow 
and ripen in. ., Bur if whilſt we are entertain- 
ing our- ſelves among the Joys and Pleaſures 
of this Life, we baniſh from our Minds the re- 
membrance- of -our: Mortality, and look upon 
Eternity: as a thing at a vaſt diſtance; this / will 
pur us - upon delaying and: deferring our pre- 
paration for it. | For in this temper we ſhall 
be apt-to.conclude, that'we have time cnough 
to come'to begin and compleart our-. Repers 

tance, and that we may ſafely indulge our 
ſelycs yet a good while longer, 1n the! free in- 
joyracnt-of our own: hearts defires, and fin'on 
at-preſcht upon this Security, that: we: will: cer- » 
tainly- Repent hereafter; and' by” this. caſic 
Train do men toule thamſelves on: through the 
ſeveral ſtages of their Sin and Lafe, till - they ar- 
aye /at their Dcath-bced, and-xhen they begin 
£0: think: of  Repenting in good i carneſt. Bur 
then alas, what will 'they be able.:co- do, [when 
their. Thoughts arc continually diſturbed with 
he =acof dipoking their Aﬀairsin this World, 


and 
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and the frightful proſpe& they have of the 
other. When their Minds are diſtracted with 
inceflant Pain and uneafineſs; ſo that it 1s: nor 
in their power to conſider fo much-as a quarter 
of an hour together z when through the ftu- 
por and indiſpoſition of - the Organs: of their: 
Reaſon, they are notable to- range their ſcatter- - 
cd and unwicldy Thoughts into any of thoſe 
ſober Reflexions- and ſerious Meditations, that. 
are neceflary to' the forming: of a ſincere'Re- 
pentance 7 In effe& therefore for men to refer 
their Repentance to a Death-bed, 15- the fame. 
thing as to retire [into a - Bartel to. Meditate, 
or to. ſet-up a. Cloſſet to ſtudy Philoſophy mn, 
in:the head Quarters'of' an Army, where moſt. 
men are as capable of free and undiſturbed 
* Contemplacions, as they are: of Repenting: 
amidſt the Tumults and Hurries of -a Death-- 
bed. And yet upon this diſmal -extremiity* do 
men commonly caſt chemſelves, through ther 
negle&t of remembring their approaching 
Mortality. Whereas did they but: often - re. 
member and fcrioufly refle&t on 1t, they would. 
as ſoon dare cat Fire, as defer- their Repentance 
upon the uncertain hopes of fureriy.- - Foralas, . 
what 1s vain Man, that- he ſhould ralk'of Re-- 
penting "hereafter, when perhaps” - while hey 

| words: 
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words are in his mouth, the earneſt of Death 
1s in his Head, or Heart, or Bowels; when 
for all he knows, he may be inflamed with a 
Fevor with what he hath drank to day, or 
{tifled with'a Surteit with what: he ſhall eat to 
morrow; when he may expire his Soul with 
his next Breath, or ſuck in his- bane with the 
next Air ; and ſo many unlooked for accidents 
may preſently put an end to all his talk of Re- 
penting hereafter, and render it umpoſhble for 
ever? Now of what diſmal conſequence would 
at be, ſhould I be thus ſurprized ? If whule I 
preſume upon | my future Repentance, I am 
mernly Sinning on, I ſhould all of a ſudden 
be hurried away out of the company of my 
Jovaal Aſſociates, into that of houling and tor- 
mented Spirits: And from my Songs and 
Laughter, into weeping, and wailing, and 
gnaſhing of Teeth. How would it blank and 
amaze me to think, that ever I ſhould be fo 
mad, as to run ſuch a deſperate hazard ? How 
darc we then talk of Repenting hereafter, when 


-we conſider, that it 1s not 1n our power to 


command ſo:much as one moment of future 
time ? When for all that we know, the hope of 
Eternity, which 15 now in our hands,” may be 
loſt for ever, and drop through our Fingers 
before 
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before to-morrow morning? -And/ that when 
we-lye down at night, and: fall-aſleep ſecurdy 
inour Sins, we'do not know, but before the 
. next Twilight we may.awake. with horror and 
amazement in Hell ?. Let us - ſeriouſly conſider 
therefore, that the preſent time only is in! our 
power ; and that as for rhe future, it is wholly 
in God's : and that therefore when we defer 
our Repentance to the future, - we do, as it 
were, caſt Lots for our Soul, and venture our 


Everlaſting hopes upon a contingency which 1s | 


not 1n our power to diſpoſe of. For all we 
know, :this may be the Evening of ' our day of 
Trial ; andit 1t be, our Life and Eternity de- 
- pends upon what we-are now doing. Where- 
tore it highly concerns us, by all-the regard we 
owe to our own Everlaſting ſafety, wiſely to 
manage this Jaſt Stake, the winning or loſing 
whereof may be. our making or undoing. 
Thus will che frequent remembrance of our 
Mortality put us upon laying in good ſtore of 
Spiritual proviſions againſt that great day of 
Expence. For he who often confiders the great 
uncertainty of Lite, the dreadful approaches, 
the concomitant Terrars, and the momentous 
iſſues and conſcquents of Death ; muſt be 
ſtrangely ſtupifed, if thereby he be not vigo- 

+ rouſly 
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rouſly excited, to forc-arm and fortific lumfclt 
with all thoſe Graces, and Defences, that' are 
neceflary to render his Departure hence caſte, 


and fafe, and proſperous. 


And now having done with the Text, I ſhall 
only crave your lcave to ſay a few words upon 
this ſorrowful occaſion ; viz. The Funeral of 
our common Friend, Sir Fohn Buckworth, who 
perhaps while he hved, was a perſon as cnu- 
nently known, as ever any Merchant that trod 
the Exchange of London. And indeed conſide- 
ring the great ſhare he had of Intelle&tual En- 
dowments, He was a Gentleman that ſeemed 
to haye been mark'd out by Providence, to- 
make a conſiderable Figure among Men. For 
Firft, Nature had inrich'd lym with a clear bright-. 
Mind, with a quick Apprehenfion, a prompr 
Memory, a. ſteady and a piercing Judgment, 
together with a natural preſence of Mind, and 
fluency and readineſs of Speech, which 1nabled 
him upon all occaſions cafaly to expreſs his own 
conceptions of things in very clear .and- apt 
Language. All which. Natural Indowments: 
he had- vaſtly improved and cultvated, by a 
long and curtous Obſervation and. Experience. 
For as Nature had fitted him for an _ 

Late, 
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Life, ſo Providence ſoon introduced him upon 
the. ſtage of Action. For as he. was - born a 
Gentleman, ſo he was educated a Merchant ; 
which perhaps 1s one of the moſt advantagious 
Academies in the World, to inſtruct the Mind 
in the knowledge of Men, and the manage- 
ment of Humane Afﬀairs. His Education fur- 
niſhed him with a fair opportunity of ſeeing the 
World, as well abroad, as at home; and of. 
prying into the Intrigues of Commerce, and 
into the Manners and Intereſts of Men ; whence 
he drew fo many wile and uſeful Obſcryations, 
as rendred him a Prince among Merchants, and 
an Oracle of Trade; inſomuch that | he was 
thought worthy. ro be choſen Deputy-Gover- . 
1our of that wiſe and great Company of the 
Turky Merchants ; and was perhaps as much 
conſulted by his Superiors, about the Intcreſt 
_ of the Engliſh Trade, and the Myſteries of 
Commerce, as any. one Merchant of this City. 
or Natzon- Thus for his: Intellectuals. As for 
his Morals; 1 believe that all that knew him, 
will allow him -this*Character, That he was a 
Gentleman of great Integrity - and Fidelity to 
his Truſt ; of exact Juſtice and Righteouſneſs wn 
his Commerce and Dealings : That he was a 
ſudious and ſucceſsful Pcace-maker+: ' And - 
Los FE 2 great 


- great part of his Time, before he was called 
up by his Prince, into a more buſic and active 
Station, being ſpent in Arbitrating differences. 
between Man and Man: in which he was fo 
expert, ſo impartial and proſperous; that F am 
apt to think he cemented as many broken 
Friendſhips, reconciled as many Quarrels, and 
adjuſted as many Differences, ( which other- 
. wiſe might have flamed ont into deſtructive 
breaches ) as moſt of thoſe blefled Peace-ma- 
| kers that are gone before him. | 
Conſider him in his reſpe&tive Relations, 
and there all that knew him I am ſure will al- 
low him to have been a Faithful, a Loyal and 
uſcful Subject to his Prince, a kind and obli- 
ging Husband to his Lady, a tender and a wile 
Ss to his Children, a prudent, careful and 
benevolent Maſter to his Servants; and ina word; 
a wie Counſcllor, a faithtul Friend, and - a juſt 
and diligent Correſpondent. As: for his Reli- 
gion, he was a hearty Proteſtant of the Church 
of England, which upon mature 'Judgment, 
and upon thorow Information, he preferred 
for the Loyaly of its Principles, the Simplicity 
of its Doctrines, and the Primitive Purity of its: 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, before all the Churches 
i the World:; and what his. Judgment: was of 
| our 
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our Church, he viſibly expreſt by: his. conſtant 
attendance upon the: Publick Offices of our 
Religion upon the Lord's day, from which he 
never abſented, but when he was cither de- 
tained by Sickneſs, or fome very urgent and 
unavoidable occaſion; and in which he al- 
ways demeancd him with all the profound Reve- 
rence and Devotion that outwardly cxpreſles 
a Mind inſpired with-a Pious Senſe of its Duty, 
and of the awful preſence of the great: Majeſty 
of Heaven. == | 


Thus:he Lived, and as for his Death, though 
it was-accompanied with all the Circumſtances 
that could render a man fond of Life, and 
make him play loth to depart, though he had 
a plentiful Eſtate, a loving and beloved: Wife, 
dutiful and hopeful: Children, and theſe all 
of thera happily diſpaſed oft and ſetled in the 
World to his own Hearts content: To leave 
all which at once, ſeems a: very hard Chapter © 
to a mind not. well.refolved ; - yet all theſe to- 
gether had no ſuch. effke&t upon him. Indeed 
not long befare: lis Death, . though then in 
perfe&t health, he ſeemed to have an Aboding 
of his approaching Fate; .for having to his 
hearts deſire, diſpoſed. of his only-Son 1n Mar. 
riage. 
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riage { who was the laſt of his Children un- 
diſpoſed ) he hath been often heard-ro ſay, That 
now he thanked God, his buſineſs in this World 
was finiſhed, and that it was high time for him 
to think of his Departure into the other : and 
when ſoon after he was ſeized with his laſt 
Sickneſs, be bore it with an invincible Courage 
and Conſtancy ; and though the laſt part of it 
was. extremely painful to him, he underwent 
1t without Complaint or Murmuring, with 
a Mind that ſecmed intirely reft1gned to the 
Soveraign Diſpoſer of all Events. - And when 
he percaved the approaches of Death, and 
found that he was going off this Stage of Mor- 
tals, he never ſhew'd-the leaſt ſign of Regret 
or Reluctancy, but took a ſolemn leave of his 
Friends; and which was much harder,of his dear- 
eſt Relatives,who ſtood lamenting and weeping 
about him; and this with a Mind very ſerious 
4ndeed, but in all appearance very calm and 
compoſed. And finally he gave up the Ghoſt like 
a brave Man and a good Chriſtian, with a 
firm and undaunted Mind, and as one that 
had placed his main hope on the other fide the 
Grave, and did expect to exchange an uneaſie 
Mortal Life, for an Immortal one of Pleaſure. 


And therefore though 1 make no doubt _ | 
all, 
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all, but that as a Man, he had his. Faults, (and © 
he that hath none let him caſt the firſt ſtone ) 
yet I am ſure he had his Vertues, and thoſe 
very eminent ones too: And therefore it will 
highly become us who ſurvive, in Charity to. 
caſt a Vail over the one, and in Piety imitate 
and tranſcribe the other; That ſo with him, 
and all our other Chriſtian Brethren departed . 
this Life in God's true Faith and Fear, we may 
have our- final Conſummation in Bliſs and 
Glory, through Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord: To 
whom with the Father, and Eternal Sparit, 
| Three Perſons and One God, be aſcribed all 
| < Honour and Glory and Power and Domumion. . 
for-ever and ever. 4ME MN. 
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